The title compounds were prepared via photoinduced electron transfer oxidation of azide anions [1] in the presence of indene and molecular oxygen [2] and subsequent reduction of the corresponding P-azidohydroperoxides with sodium sulfite. A 65:35 mixture of cis-and irans-diastereoisomers was isolated which could be separated by column chromatography on silica gel. Recrystallization from methanol resulted in single crystals of pure cis-and trani-2-azido-indane-l-ols [3] . The cii-compound was crystallized from methanol, mp = 402 K -403 K [4], the trans isomer was crystallized from methanol, mp = 374 K -375 K.
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